
CONCLUSION  

What did this study reveal?  

Antoinette Gagne: The excerpts of interviews of parents and school personnel reveal the 

increasing need for schools, communities and parents to build positive, more equitable 

relationships in order to meet the needs of students. The lack of clarity regarding expectations of 

parents has the potential to create conflict between parents and schools, with parents feeling 

compelled to comply with the schools mandate, yet unsure and ill-informed as to how to meet 

the school's objectives, and teachers feeling frustrated and unsure as to how to fully involve their 

students' parents. Collaborative partnerships are ideal and necessary to create congruance 

between the students home and school lives.  

Who is responsible for building more equitable relationships?  

Antoinette Gagne: We found that all families cared deeply about their children and wanted to do 

whatever they could to ensure their success in Canadian schools. However, many parents 

expressed a need to learn more about the education system to become more actively involved in 

their child's education at home and at school. Parents in this video spoke honestly and directly 

about their experiences with the Canadian education system and with their children's schools. 

Some of their experiences reveal their frustration anger and resentment, yet overall the school 

personnel and families in this video series expressed a serious desire to work toward 

collaborative partnerships and indicated an eagerness to communicate with one another, so that 

past mistakes would not be repeated. Our many conversations with educators and parents 

revealed that it is the combined responsibility of the immigrant family and the school to work 

together to meet the educational needs of their children.  

Why are the voices of immigrant families and educators important?  

Antoinette Gagne: By listening to their stories, we have gained a deeper understanding into the 

perceptions and experiences of schools and families from low-voice immigrant communities. 

These stories are relevant and important to present us with a richer perspective that will enable us 

to work together towards bridging the gap between families and schools, creating more equitable 

relationships between families and schools, and helping us work towards educational change that 

benefits all learners.   
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Antoinette Gagne: We welcome your feedback, and encourage you to contact us, either at the 

email address or the full postal address on the screen.  

Sameena Eidoo: If you have any relevant materials regarding how to build equitable 

relationships between immigrant parents and schools, please post them to the address on the 

screen.  

Ranya Khan: If you have your own story to share about how you built an equitable relationship 

between your school or a family in your school, please post your stories to the address you see 

on the screen.   

Antoinette Gagne: We thank you for taking the time to find out more about building equitable 

relationships between immigrant parents and their schools.   

This video project is part of the ESL Infusion Initiative and related research project directed by 

Antoinette Gagne. Funding for this project came in part from an OISE/UT School University 

Partnership Grant and in part from a Canadian Heritage Grant.   

  

 

 


