
This checklist was taken from "Teaching and Learning in Multilingual Schools" and is used with
permission from the author, Elizabeth Coelho.

Checklist Number Six: Assessment in the Multicultural School

The checklist is organised as a series of indicators under two topic headings: ‘Assessment of
Academic Knowledge and Skills’, and ‘Assessment of Language and Literacy Development’.

The rating system can be used and interpreted as follows:

yes = whenever appropriate
not yet = this is an area that may need special attention
n/a = not applicable, or not available at this time

Assessment of Academic Knowledge and Skills

yes not n/a
yet

¨       ¨         ¨ Teachers use alternative assessment tasks to assist students to demonstrate
                                    what they have learned.

¨       ¨         ¨ Teachers use performance-based assessment to provide practice and
                                    feedback before final assessment.

¨       ¨         ¨ Teachers use portfolio assessment to track student progress.

¨       ¨         ¨ Teacher use assessment information to adjust instruction.

¨       ¨         ¨ Newcomers are not pressured to participate or produce work until they are
                                    able to do so.

¨       ¨         ¨ Students have opportunities to demonstrate learning in their first language.

¨       ¨         ¨ Teachers focus on content rather than language in assessing students’
                                     knowledge.

¨       ¨         ¨ Students receive the time they need to complete tests and examinations in
                                    their second language.

¨       ¨         ¨ Teachers reduce the language barrier in assessment: for example, by
                                    providing cloze passages and visual organisers instead of traditional
                                    essays and question-and-answer tests.

¨       ¨         ¨ Students have opportunities to work together on practice tests.



¨       ¨         ¨ Instructions on tests and examinations are clear and simply worded,
                                    leaving no doubt as to what is required.

yes not n/a
yet

¨       ¨         ¨ Students have access to dictionaries in tests and examinations.

¨       ¨         ¨ Teachers discuss with all students the reasons for using a variety of
                                    assessment tasks and criteria.

¨       ¨         ¨ Teachers assess the process of learning as well as the product.

¨       ¨         ¨ Only those students who have sufficient knowledge of English and
                                    experience with the content or skills being assessed are included in large
                                    scale assessment.

Assessment of Language and Literacy Development

yes not n/a
yet

¨       ¨         ¨ Teachers maintain a portfolio for each child.

¨       ¨         ¨ Samples of work in the first language as well as English are included in
                                    the portfolio.

¨       ¨         ¨ Teachers collect information about students’ reading experiences in the
                                    first language as well as in English.

¨       ¨         ¨ Teachers use criteria relevant to second language learning is assessing and
                                    reporting on the English language and literacy development of students
                                    who are learners of English.

¨       ¨         ¨ In large scale literacy assessment, students who are in the early stages of
                                    second language acquisition have opportunities to demonstrate their
                                    proficiency in their own language.

¨       ¨         ¨ In large scale assessment, the results for students who are learning the
                                    language of instruction are disaggregated in order to identify needs and
                                    development norms that compare second language learners with each
                                    other.


